


Research is a journey...
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Repositioning graphic heritage (2018–21)
What new perspectives can graphic design contribute to design for urban 
heritage?

Mandela place-making through graphic heritage  (2022-23)
How can participatory design approaches enhance urban graphic heritage for 
greater social cohesion?

Named after Nelson [NaN]  (2023-24)
How can we create research for impact to contribute to 
graphic heritage, toponymy and topophilia?



It started as an observation

• January 2021

• Nelson Mandela Park, Leicester, United Kingdom.

• We asked the question:

What might we expect to learn about a person from visiting a 
place named after them?

• Nelson Mandela offers a great case-study to this questions since 
there are many places around the world named after him. 
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Scope of human geography 
in South Africa alone
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Complementary discipline 
areas

• Graphic Design

• Toponymy (naming of places and spaces)

• (Graphic) Heritage

• (Heritage) Tourism

• Urban Design

• Areas emerged from ongoing research:

• Transportation planning

• UX design

• Experience design

• Exhibition design

• Archival practice
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Dimensions of exploration

• Figure of Dimensions of Urban Design (Carmona, 2021)

• Perceptual Dimension and Visual Dimension are of interest

• Some more can be added as the research grow…

Image Credit: Carmona (2021). Dimensions of urban design. [Image]. 
Available from: https://www.routledge.com/blog/article/exploring-the-evolving-dimensions-of-urban-design





Graphic images are ... 

Abstract, Architectural Designs, Diagrams, Graphs, 
Non-representational, Pictures, Statues and 
Structural 

Mitchell, W. J. T. (1986). Iconology: image, text, 
ideology, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 
pp.10–13

A trio of exploration on placemaking through

Means, Meaning and Measurement

Terminology
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Co-design approach

Global South and Global North collaboration to integrate 

contributions from diverse stakeholders to memorialise 

Nelson Mandela's legacy in the metropolis through the impact 

pathways of NMF.

1-3     Nelson Mandela Foundation team

4-6     Loughborough University research team

7-9     Photographers

10-12 Exhibition designers

13    Academic partner

14    Students

15 Owner of Pista (Human-Centered Design Enterprise)



"Working with a university committed to making their research accessible through more popular means really 
resonated with our mission at Totem Media. This was also an incredibly collaborative process, and as a result, a 
very rewarding project."  - Sam Horowitz (Totem Media)

"I love that graphic heritage acknowledges seemingly mundane objects like a drain cover, labelled with the old 
name of a city, making that object significant in history. It reminds me of a sign I once saw on an old building 
that read 'Die Myners Borskliniek' (The Miners’ Chest Clinic). The building was no longer a clinic but held the 
history of Johannesburg and miners that fell sick with chest infections at some stage." – Ann-Young Maharaj 
(NMF exhibitions coordinator)

“Using a multidisciplinary team was essential for achieving impactful social interventions. The convergence of 
graphic design, exhibition design, and community engagement ensured a richer and more nuanced 
representation of Nelson Mandela's legacy which resonates deeply with varied audiences.” (Nkululeko 
Mthembu of Pista Ventures )

Some thoughts from the team





Impact pathways…

Dialogue and Advocacy: Convening dialogue on 
critical social issues

Memory: Providing public access to information on 
his life through ACoM at the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation

Nelson Mandela International Day: Mobilising the 
legacy of Nelson Mandela.



Building impact activities

• Publications: Journal articles, conferences, research reports, briefs 
and toolkits

• Events: Public events, policy dialogues, workshops, meetings and 
webinars

• Media: Social media, multimedia, broadcast media

• Digital: Website, data visualization, online networks and networks

(derived from Impact for Research course with Oxfam and UCT)
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Named after Nelson [NaN] exhibition



Nelson Mandela Bridge, Braamfontein

Nelson Mandela Theatre, Braamfontein

Nelson Mandela Park, Mamelodi Nelson Mandela Square, Sandton

Nelson Mandela Foundation, Houghton

Nelson Mandela Village,
Hammanskraal



Archival items on display as part of NaN
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Workshop at Nelson Mandela Foundation



W
O

RK
SH

O
P 

AT
 N

EL
SO

N
 M

A
N

D
EL

A
 F

O
U

N
D

AT
IO

N

Im
ag

e 
Cr

ed
it

: N
el

so
n

 M
an

de
la

 F
ou

n
da

ti
on



Making Reading Fun NaN Treasure Hunt



Photography workshop at NM Bridge
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Tsepiso Mahooe

Khaya Malinga 

Matsediso Dichaba

Photography workshop at NM Bridge



Meeting during UX Sprint of Umsuka





Exhibition Tours



NM Day Activities in Leicester



Campaigns to promote engagement



#MadibaDance
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Access to Resources



Access to Resources



Data visualisation



Future…
New focus on Urban Practice

Extension of NaN project

Storytelling and Sport research agenda

https://www.gcro.ac.za/
https://www.nelsonmandelachildrenshospital.org/


Project Website: https://www.urban-graphic-object.org/
Email: y.burger@lboro.ac.uk / LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/yolandiburger-840505
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